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     to the second 
edition of the Caribbean Green 
Infrastructure Conference (CGIC) 
2025, which is taking place this year 
under the theme of Green Bonds and 
Carbon Credits . This conference 
builds on the success of the 2022 
conference, which was themed 
Investing to Scale: The Vetiver 
System (VS) Case Study, utilizing a 
primary area of IAMovement's  work, 
to showcase the accessibility of 
Green Infrastructure as a tool which 
could provide significant social, 
environmental, and cost benefits to 
those interested in supporting the 
green transition. The Caribbean 
Green Infrastructure Conference has 
since been further developed as a 
common space to help in supporting 
the paradigm shift towards Green 
Infrastructure across the region. 

In 2022, the conference featured 
many successful Green Infrastructure 
case studies, including the IDB -Lab -
supported Building on Vetiver! 
Project, which earned the prestigious 
Superheroes of Development Award 
in 2022 (a first for Trinidad & 
Tobago), and the national level 
Green Fund supported ME -WE -
GREEN Programme : An Education 
and Empowerment Project for 
Climate Change Adaption. The 
conference also shone a spotlight on 
Climate Finance as its second key 
pillar, emphasizing the critical 
importance of empowering 
knowledge, innovation, and 
connections amongst stakeholders 
within and to the financial space, to 
help drive Green Infrastructure 
progress. This insight laid the 

pairing Green Infrastructure with the 
transformative potential of Green 
Bonds and Carbon Credits to drive 
sustainable development. Together 
with The National Gas Company of 
Trinidad and Tobago Limited, 
IAMovement  
conference to prioritize the need for 
dialogue around Climate Finance to 
drive support for Green 
Infrastructure solutions around the 
region. But who is IAMovement , 
and how did we get here?

IAMovement  is a Non -Governmental 
Organization that was established by 
a group of young. passionate, and 
like -minded individuals in Trinidad 

and Tobago, 10 years ago. From 
humble beginnings as a grassroots 
group advocating for environmental 
and social change, IAMovement  

followed by a second march in 2015, 
which took place alongside 2000+ 
other similar events around the world 
each year, carried out to coincide 
with key UN Summits in New York 
and Paris. These milestones ignited 
the momentum that would define 

 legacy. In 2024, the 
organization celebrated its 10th 
anniversary, which reflected a 
decade of work that focused on its 
mission: to create an enlightened and 
empowered relationship between 
people and the environment.  

One of the organization's key Vetiver 
project models, initially supported 
and kickstarted through a GEF Small 
Grants Programme  project, was 
launched in 2016 -2017 in the hillside 
community of Paramin , Trinidad. This 
initiative introduced the Vetiver 
System (VS) as a sustainable, 
Nature -based Solution to combat soil 
erosion and support climate 

to the development of the Vetiver 
Education and Empowerment 
Project (VEEP) model, a holistic 
approach for community -driven 
adoption of Vetiver grass  through 
an Ecosystem -based Adaptation 
(EbA ) approach, where the success 
of vetiver grass as a tool to support 
resilient soil and water landscapes is 
inherently tied to the support, 
leadership, and empowerment of 
people. Over the years, this 
approach has scaled across the 
Caribbean, with projects 
implemented in Trinidad & Tobago, 
Antigua, St. Lucia, Dominica, and 
Grenada, firmly rooting Green 
Infrastructure as an easily 
demonstrated and transformative 
solution. But  

commitment to the environment, 
climate, and people extends beyond 
Green Infrastructure. Recognizing the 
power of storytelling since its early 
days, as a tool to educate and inspire 
action, IAMovement  has supported 
the production of over 40+ short 

films, educational videos, and 
documentaries since its debut film, 
$MALL CHANGE, in 2016. This 
inaugural film tackled climate change 
through a socio -economic lens, 
setting the tone for subsequent 
projects that amplify the voices of 
communities and showcase key 
learnings from each initiative.

In 2018, a pivotal collaboration with 
The National Gas Company of 
Trinidad and Tobago Limited 
resulted in the 3 -part REThinking  
Energy video series. This initiative 
showcased the economic 
opportunities currently lost through 
the use of natural gas for local power 
generation in T&T, instead of for 
various downstream value -add uses 
with monetizable multiplier -effects; 
playing a role at the national level for 
dialogue on energy efficiency (EE) 
approaches for energy savings, and 
renewable energy (RE) adoption for 
local power generation  to allow the 

supplies to be better used elsewhere.

 grassroots ethos 
places community and people at the 
heart of its endeavours . Whether 
through policy development, the 
creation of the WEClimate  app a 
digital platform for all things green
or the Caribbean Green 
Infrastructure Conference itself, 
collaboration has been a cornerstone 
of our success. Reflecting on 

 journey over the past 
decade, it is evident that its 
achievements are a testament to the 
dedication of its team, founders, and 
partners. While the challenges posed 
by the existential threat of climate 
change remain, it gives us hope that 
WE, working together as one, can 
create a sustainable and equitable 
future for all.

As we move forward, let us 
remember: We have not inherited 
the earth from our ancestors; we 
have merely borrowed it from our 
children. Every action, no matter how 
small, contributes to meaningful 
change. Let today be the day that 
you take a step toward creating a 
positive impact for those who are 
here now, and the generations to 
come.

Welcome

- The IAMovement Team
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Background
The first CGIC was held in Port of 

Spain, Trinidad from October 25 th  

to 26 th  2022, under the theme 

Investing to scale: The Vetiver 

System case study

was organized by IAMovement  in 

partnership with the National Gas 

Company of Trinidad & Tobago 

Limited (NGC), with support of 

other key platinum sponsors such 

as Republic Bank Limited and the 

Inter -American Development Bank 

(IDB), with piquing other gold, 

silver and community partners. 

The event was very well received 

by members of the public, with 

200+ in -persons attendees, 300+ 

online participants and 25+ high -

level decision makers able to 

influence the adoption and 

integration of green infrastructure 

technologies and finance at the 

governmental and country level. 

Participating stakeholders 

included members of NGOs, civil 

society, government, and private 

stakeholders from 20+ Caribbean 

countries. The event featured an 

exciting lead -up from various 

sectors of the public, private, 

non -profit, and academia  

represented throughout the 

whom shared critical ideas and 

knowledge to shape the 

Site visits were well attended and 

completed by 60+ in -person 

conference participants who 

were educated about several 

green infrastructure Vetiver 

System (VS) installation sites in 

Maraval and Santa Cruz. The 

panel -style sessions were highly 

successful, focusing on three (3) 

powerful thematic areas: ( i) Green 

Infrastructure Approaches for the 

Caribbean, (ii) From Idea to 

Reality - Innovation Finance for 

Exploration, and (iii) 

Experimentation with Regional 

and Global Climate Finance 

Opportunities.

The first CGIC also created quite a 

stir, being shared across a diverse 

set of social media channels from 

a  wide swathe of network 

partners and their audiences 

creating a very wide presence 

both on and offline. The 

conference received highly 

favorable coverage, with most 

major local news outlets reporting 

on it. The conference itself served 

as an important catalyst, playing a 

pivotal role in spreading 

awareness and fostering strong 

support for a paradigm shift 

toward green infrastructure 

thinking, particularly among the 

younger generation. In line with 

this goal, a unique partnership 

was formed with the Heroes 

Foundation to host 50+ students 

from more than 15 schools, as 

well as participants from both 

major universities, UTT and UWI

Ensuring the sustainability of pro -

environmental efforts was a key 

consideration leading up to 

CGIC2022, particularly through 

the engagement of the student 

population. A strong pre -

conference outreach effort 

extended these benefits not only 

to the students in attendance but 

also to their peers who were 

unable to participate directly.

Dozens of students would have 

been trained as Climate 

Champions , after having 

participated in Climate Talks, 

learning about the technical 

aspects of the energy transition, 

the benefits of green 

infrastructure and the Vetiver 

System (VS) and participating in 

Level 2 certification in Vetiver 

Education and Empowerment 

Program (VEEP). These initiatives 

helped bridge knowledge transfer 

gaps while piquing interest for 

utilizing green solutions.

The first CGIC in 2022 marked a 

point in the development 

trajectory of the Caribbean where 

Green Infrastructure solutions 

were well recognized regionally 

and critical partnerships were 

made to further the success of 

national -level experiences in the 

use of green infrastructure tools 

and green financial opportunities 

at the country level and within the 

region.  CGIC has created a 

common space serving as a tool 

supporting the paradigm shift  

toward green infrastructure 

thinking that is now resonating 

more widely through the region. 

Caribbean decision -makers can 

better see unique opportunities to 

pursue these innate National and 

regional, financial and socio -

economic returns afforded 

through green infrastructure. 

The challenge for many remain 

the design and operationalization 

of the implementing mechanisms  

to turn ideas into action. At CGIC 

2022, attendees we pleased that 

there was a focus on development 

projects such as the Building on 

Vetiver! initiative and the ME-WE -

GREEN: An Education & 

Empowerment Programme  for 

Climate Change Adaptation .
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15+
media/
news stories 

12+
inspiring 
forum 
sessions

500 +
in -person 
and online 
attendees

20 +
participants 
from various 
countries

Both projects have played a 

critical and foundational role in 

showcasing practical applications 

aligned with the conference's 

theme. These case -study 

development projects serve to 

explore the formative layouts for 

green finance schemes; help 

ground -truth carbon models; 

support scalable green business 

models and garner governmental 

support in the adoption of green 

infrastructure tools and 

(CGIC 2025) will further the 

conversations, diving more into 

the inner workings of Green 

Finance;  in recognition of the 

local and regional gaps from an 

investment and impact 

perspective. The development of 

green finance, including 

instruments like green bonds, has 

often outpaced regulatory 

frameworks, leading to a 

patchwork of voluntary standards 

and emerging regulations. Thus, 

CGIC2025 will take a deep dive 

into the challenges related to 

green finance and corresponding 

solutions.

50 +
organizational 
Partners
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Our Caribbean is highly vulnerable 

to the impacts of climate change 

including rising sea levels, extreme 

weather events, and coral reef 

degradation. In terms of damages 

and losses, Latin American and 

the Caribbean region is the 2nd 

most disaster -prone region in 

world with 152 Million people 

affected by 1,205 disasters 

between 2000 2019 (OCHA, 

2020). The average losses for the 

region are over $1.5B USD per 

year (World Bank 2018). To fund 

climate resilience and green or 

sustainable development projects, 

the Caribbean must address its 

spending challenges, which are 

development obstacles.

An ongoing debate surrounds how 

to address the financing gap for 

infrastructure and green projects. 

Nonetheless, a growing many 

agree that future infrastructure 

development should prioritize 

sustainability, as green financing is 

primarily directed toward 

infrastructure projects. In the case 

of Latin America and the 

Caribbean the infrastructure gap is 

substantial.  Many Latin American 

countries have had heavy 

investments in building out the 

financial ecosystems to better 

support healthy markets as noted 

in Brazil, Mexico, Argentina, Chile 

and Costa Rica where these 

countries represent upwards of 

$8B USD of issuances in LAC.

The biggest limitation for the use 

of green bonds is that bond 

financing is a tool available to only 

a set of countries within the region 

that have better developed 

domestic capital markets and 

access to international bond 

markets. Green bonds are thus 

mostly used by larger countries 

with strong economies that 

sometimes have better access to 

global financial markets. Smaller 

countries often need help from 

regional banks to get funding for 

green projects, thus the role of 

regional and multilateral banks is 

of vital importance in providing 

direct financing.

Naturally, the Caribbean is 

increasingly turning to green 

bonds and carbon credits as 

innovative financing mechanisms 

to fund climate resilience and 

sustainable development projects. 

Green bonds, specifically 

earmarked for environmentally 

friendly projects, have been 

gaining attention and traction, 

attracting both regional and 

international investors. Similarly, 

carbon credits, representing a 

reduction or removal of 

greenhouse gas emissions, offer a 

market -based approach to 

incentivize climate action.

Several Caribbean nations have 

taken proactive steps to promote 

green finance; however, 

challenges such as limited project 

scale, high certification and 

evaluation costs, and a shortage 

of regional expertise to manage 

and implement projects pose 

significant barriers to its broader 

adoption and faster development 

across the Caribbean Community.

Context

TIMELINE OF GREEN FINANCE

2007/2008 - Global green bond issuance 

started with European Investment Bank 

(EIB) and the World Bank raising funds for 

climate -related projects with European 

and Japanese investors

2014 - The first issuer from 

Latin America and the 

Caribbean (LAC) entered the 

market with twenty -six bonds 

with a green focus issued 

between 2014 and 2017

June 2019 - The IDB, in collaboration 

with the Climate Bonds Initiative,  

supports Chile as the first country in 

LAC to issue a sovereign green bond; 

preparing a green bond framework with 

a portfolio of eligible expenditures that 

support the issuance of Ɉthe first 

sovereign green bond in the Americasɉ

2018  Mexico, Chile, Peru 

and Costa Rica release 

Green Bond Guidelines. 

Costa Rica stock exchange 

incentivizes services for 

green bond issuers
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RELATED DEVELOPMENTS

For instance, Jamaica launched a 

green bond initiative in 2019 to 

assess and develop its 

environment for the green bond 

market. Within the Caribbean 

region there is healthy interest 

and appetite in building out the 

financial ecosystems and 

platforms to better support 

healthy markets for green bonds 

that innately bridge the gap of 

It is clear that CARICOM 

governments are interested and 

actively pursuing policies that 

engender, and will be able to 

support, the development of 

carbon markets and encourage 

private sector participation in 

climate finance initiatives. 

The Bridgetown 2.0 document 

thus serves as a powerful 

international advocacy tool for 

the Caribbean region, highlighting 

the urgent need for financial 

support to address the 

disproportionate impacts of 

climate change. It provides a 

framework for Caribbean nations 

to engage with international 

partners and advocate for reforms 

that enable greater access to 

green finance. By promoting the 

use of green bonds and carbon 

credits, the Bridgetown 2.0 

focuses and directs investments 

toward sustainable infrastructure, 

renewable energy, and climate 

resilience projects across the 

Caribbean serving us all through a 

unified and just framework that 

lays the blueprint for access to 

climate capital that the Caribbean 

needs.

With this in mind, the Caribbean 

Green Infrastructure Conference 

2025 (CGIC2025) will serve as a 

dynamic platform for regional and 

international stakeholders to 

explore the potential of green 

bonds and green finance in 

driving sustainable development 

across the Caribbean. The 

conference will showcase 

innovative financing mechanisms, 

highlight successful green 

projects, and foster collaboration 

to accelerate the transition to a 

low -carbon, climate -resilient 

future.

CGIC 2025 invites participation 

from government officials, 

investors, project developers, 

financiers, academics, and civil 

society organizations committed 

to advancing green infrastructure 

and sustainable development in 

the Caribbean.

CGIC2025 is designed with four 

(4) interesting thematic areas to 

explore, namely:

ÅGreen infrastructure Projects

ÅGreen Bonds

ÅCarbon Credits

ÅCommunity and People

Anyone new to these concepts, 

including investors, public sector 

technocrats, or executives, is 

expected to benefit from the 

knowledge shared, empowering 

them to contribute toward 

Join us in shaping a greener, 

more resilient future for the 

region.

September 2022 - Barbados 

Blue Bond to leverage US 

$50 million in funding to help 

ecosystems, support 

communities and more 

sustainably develop its blue 

economy

April 2023 - Bridgetown 2.0 

advocates for redesigning 

the international trade 

system to better support 

global green and just 

transformations.

June 2024  

Government of 

Trinidad and Tobago 

and IDB to pilot a 

Blue Carbon Credit 

Scheme valued at 

USD 550,000

September 2023  IDB supports three 

(3) new initiatives for developing green 

bond markets in the region and other 

emerging markets to improve 

synergies for private capital to help 

developing countries meet their 

commitments under the Paris 

Agreement and advance their SDGs

December 2023  The 

Establishment of Loss 

and Damage Fund at 

COP 28

October 2019  GCF 

grant to develop 

frameworks and 

conducive environments 

for green bond market 

Jamaica and Dominica 

through building a green 

bond market ecosystem
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Conference Details
In celebration of  

10th anniversary, a decade of 

efforts, and more so,  recent 

efforts to support the 

institutionalization of green 

infrastructure tools and systems 

Caribbean Green Infrastructure 

Forum (CGIC 2025) raises to the 

bar one for the most important 

and timely discussions for the 

region - that of Green Finance. 

Given the suite of climate -related 

development challenges that 

Caribbean Small Island 

Developing States  (SIDs) face, 

green bond and infrastructure has 

now positioned itself as a key 

opportunity for Government, 

private and commercial sectors, 

academia and non -profits to be 

involved and invest in to better 

protect our Caribbean heritage, 

landscapes and long -term 

sustainability. 

In addition to the successful 

scaling of green infrastructure in 

the neighbouring  isles of Antigua, 

Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, 

Saint Lucia and others, successful 

networking and collaborations 

since the last CGIC (2022) has 

encouraged new, burgeoning 

partnerships in Suriname, Guyana, 

Haiti, St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines and Jamaica that 

opportunity for the Caribbean 

region, as a whole, to  

institutionalize green 

infrastructure, green business 

development and most 

importantly, green finance, 

through country policy, 

programmes  and national 

strategies.

While it is evident that the 

Caribbean needs more protection 

urgently through the billions in 

damages and losses faced 

annually, it is clear also why the 

Bridgetown Initiative 2.0 has been 

a key advocacy tool: in the 

promotion of Caribbean 

development and protection; for 

optimizing the UNFCCC Loss and 

Damage Fund to redirect $100 

billion per year to Caribbean SIDs; 

to highlight why reform of our 

global finance architectures is 

needed; to implore the 

importance of why we need to 

massively scale up development 

finance and ultimately, why the 

conversations, collaborations, 

knowledge transfer and the 

purpose of CGIC2025 is critical, 

timely, and necessary.

 

Purpose
The main purpose of the 

Conference - Green Finance 

Infrastructure: Green Bonds and 

a regional space and avenue to 

further our progress and pursuit 

of sustainable development 

through promoting and 

encouraging green finance 

solutions within the region and 

more so to peak interests of local 

and regional decision -makers 

toward longer -term investment 

into green finance mechanisms . 

Green Finance is the gateway to a 

more sustainable future and this 

forum will provide invaluable 

knowledge, which will inform 

stakeholders in both the private 

and public sectors about relevant 

and timely financial solutions 

that offer not only solid returns on 

investment while contributing in a 

positive way to the climate crisis 

but also provides options 

regarding achieving  ESG 

objectives and reporting 

requirements . 

Objectives
The detailed sub -objectives of the 

Conference include inter alia:

ÅEnhance attendees' technical 
knowledge and practical 
applications of green bonds and 
carbon credits

ÅStrengthen understanding of 
green bond principles and local 
climate finance opportunities

ÅDiscuss challenges and 
benchmarks in local and 
international green finance 
contexts

ÅPromote green bonds as 
effective and feasible green 
finance instruments

ÅEncourage sustainable 
development through green 
bond investment opportunities

ÅExpand understanding of 
carbon measurement, credits, 
and trading systems

ÅExplore local, regional, and 
international opportunities for 
generating carbon credits

ÅConnect organizations seeking 
carbon offsets with relevant 
service providers

ÅAddress challenges in local 
carbon credit schemes (e.g. IDB 
Blue Carbon initiative)

ÅEncourage green -blue thinking 
in national policy through 
networking and information 
sharing.

ÅBuild trust, confidence, and 
technical capacity of decision -
makers in the global green 
technology movement.

ÅDemonstrate hosting of a green 
conference with carbon 
footprint measurement and 
offsetting.
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By bringing together regional 

stakeholders, investors, and 

international experts, a 

conference on green bonds and 

carbon credits in Trinidad and 

Tobago can significantly advance 

sustainable development efforts 

throughout the Caribbean.

Delivery 
The conference aims to deliver 

key technical and practical 

presentations on critical green 

finance mechanisms, including 

green bonds, carbon finance, 

traditional investment finance, 

ESG strategies, and other 

frameworks that support 

sustainability and green 

infrastructure projects by 

strengthening and enabling 

financial ecosystems.

The Conference, delivered as a 

hybrid, Green event with both 

virtual and in -person events, 

would be hosted in two (2) full -

day sessions on the 23 rd  and 24 th  

January 2025 and will target at 

least 200 persons, for the in -

person event having in 

attendance 20+ high -level 

decision makers from 

government, academia, 

development and private banks as 

well as the central banks, so that 

insights and best practices can be 

better institutionalized or 

influence the adoption and 

integration of green finance at the 

governmental and country level.  

another Caribbean cityscape of 

Mt. Hope, Trinidad, with the venue 

for the conference being the 

renown Arthur Lok Jack Global 

School of Business, a fitting 

institution given the theme: Green 

Bonds and Carbon Credits. The 

conference will also feature a 

Student Conference and Site visits 

held on Day 2. 

The student conference will 

include several educational 

theme and students will benefit 

from an IAMovement  Climate 

Talk an interactive session 

designed to raise awareness and 

build understanding of key issues 

related to climate change. 

Students will also be introduced 

to interactives games, solutions, 

climate platforms and also have 

the opportunity to network during 

the main conference agenda via 

site visits and the green expo. 

Several Stakeholders have been 

invited via regional and 

international partner networks, for 

NGO, civil society, government 

and private stakeholder 

participation, building on the 20+ 

Countries that participated in 

2022. Wider participation is also 

expected from the Latin American 

region through well established 

networks of the TVNI, IDB and 

other strong partners. While there 

will be limit to in -person 

participation, the virtual event will 

not have a capacity limit and will 

also be free to encourage 

knowledge sharing, strong 

participation and engagement 

from the growing network of 

interested stakeholders. 

Benefits of 

hosting in T&T

ÅFinancial Hub: Trinidad and 

Tobago has a well -established 

financial sector with experience 

in issuing bonds, providing a 

solid foundation for the country 

to explore opportunities in 

green bond issuance within the 

Caribbean.

ÅEnergy Industry Expertise: As a 

major oil and gas producer, 

Trinidad and Tobago has a 

unique perspective on the 

energy transition. The 

conference will explore the 

region's energy sector's 

challenges and opportunities in 

advancing toward a sustainable 

future.

ÅGovernment Support: The 

government of Trinidad and 

Tobago has expressed 

commitment to diversification 

and sustainability. Hosting the 

conference underscores these 

ongoing efforts while creating 

opportunities for international 

collaboration and support.

ÅRaising Awareness: The 

conference will raise awareness 

about green bonds and carbon 

credits as financial instruments 

to support sustainable 

development in the Caribbean.

ÅInvestment and Positioning: 

The conference will connect 

potential investors with green 

projects in the region; 

facilitating the flow of capital 

and fostering investment ; 

supporting efforts to strengthen 

finance within the Caribbean; 

while encouraging collaboration 

in the sector and region
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In an era marked by currency 

digitization and the imminent arrival 

of Artificial General Intelligence 

(AGI), green infrastructure presents 

a unique opportunity for Caribbean 

communities to embark on a new 

economic pathway characterized 

by stronger financial structures. 

Circular economy systems, carbon 

sequestration, biodiversity, and 

clean water services are all shovel -

ready projects that can be 

financed through investment and 

debt .

As Caribbean islands grapple with 

frontline challenges of climate 

change, increased systemic risks, 

inequality, vulnerable financial 

markets, and technological, 

economic, and geopolitical 

changes, the diversification of 

portfolios through green 

investments can bridge 

international financial gaps and 

provide crucial support and 

financing for accelerating 

sustainable development and better 

protecting our communities, 

companies, and countries. With this 

in mind the conference caters also 

to stakeholders with an interest in 

designing a healthy 

ecosystem/market that portfolios 

can thrive while sustaining positive 

regional impacts. 

In the Financial Industry, Banks, 

insurance companies, and 

investment firms can look forward 

to gaining better understanding of 

innovative financial products and 

strategies to support green 

infrastructure projects. 

Energy companies can pursue 

renewable energy technologies and 

sustainable energy practices 

through innovative infrastructure 

and impact projects. 

The .Manufacturing Sector and 

associated Development/ 

Construction firms can research, 

discover and develop improved 

sustainable building materials and 

practices while pursuing ESG goals. 

Businesses in the tourism sector can 

explore sustainable tourism 

practices and the socio -economic 

benefits of green infrastructure, 

bringing community and people to 

the center of development. 

Accountants, auditors and 

procurement professional can learn 

about the financial implications of 

green investments and reporting 

standards and the complexities and 

challenges of carbon auditing. 

Most importantly, our Policymakers 

and Government officials can gain 

insights and discuss policy 

frameworks and incentives that 

create wholesome and enabling 

environments to more easily 

promote green infrastructure 

development regionally and spur 

healthy regional market designs.

Target Audience
Financial Industry 
(Banks, Insurance, Investment 
firms)

Energy Sector

Manufacturing

Development 
Construction

Policymakers

Accounting & 
Auditing Firms

Tourism, Travel, 
Hospitality & Hotels

Stakeholders that will benefit from CGIGC 2025
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Choosing                 for CGIC 2025green

Option 1

Option 2

21

Tickets and Sponsorship packages 

will offer a premium experience 

by including Green Nudges and 

Sustainability Impacts, such as 

trees planted, with each purchase. 

Upon purchase there will also be 

the option of having individual or 

organizational carbon 

credits/offsets for purchase.

An opt -out option will be 

available for those who prefer not 

to participate. Suggested prices, 

excluding the Green/Sustainability 

Impacts and Carbon 

Credits/offsets, are as follows: 

Early Bird (US$80)

Regular (US$100)

Site Visits are an additional 

US$20.  These will be to two 

facilities in Eastern Trinidad.

The carbon footprint of the 

Conference is being monitored 

and estimated, thus, to manage 

the overall carbon footprints and 

to promote sustainability, all 

activities have been assessed 

from local business as usual 

scenarios. We are mindful of 

resource limitations that may 

prevent some choices from being 

made, nonetheless we are kindly 

asking all participants to please 

consider one of the most 

important and potentially 

impactful things that you can do 

To make a more 

sustainable choice, please 

select the options marked 

with a green           heart.

The conference prioritizes the use 

of biodegradable, compostable, 

reusable, and recyclable materials 

and will channel all generated 

wastes to waste recovery 

providers operating within our 

growing circular economy to 

minimize final landfill wastes. All 

activities have been carefully 

screened to  provide a 

suite of options 

supported by  

who will be supporting greening 

of the event .

Local food and drink offerings will 

be featured promoting less 

carbon intensive menus. Carbon 

footprint reduction actions, such 

as carpooling and shuttles, will be 

encouraged, whereby CGIC is also 

partnering with local shuttle 

services for a less carbon 

intensive options. These maxi -taxi 

shuttles will be using CNG as a 

minimum standard.

While the Conference aims to 

minimize the volumes and types 

of wastes generated, also 

important is the calculation and 

offsetting of the event's carbon 

footprint. 

So, i

conference this year, at the 

conference, or just reading this, 

take one small step : whenever 

you notice a green option, or a 

one greener than the default, 

supported by our environmental 

community. Many of your peers 

just might be making the same 

choice. So give it a try! Small 

steps are what our region and the 

world needs.
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In keeping with the carbon offsetting 
goals of the conference, through 

 partner organization 

(CTL) who will be conducting the 
greening of the event , a specified 
number of trees planted will be included 

tree planting value proposition can be 
accessed from emailing them directly at 

info@closetheloopcaribbean.com  
or visiting their social media pages. 
Sponsors may also elect to plant a 
greater number of trees through Close 
The Loop Caribbean with their selected 
package, if desired.

ṟɃɐɶǸ Ǎǩɐʔʌgreening

The trees planted will be large -sized, 
heavy carbon - storing species such as 
Balata, Pommerac , Teak and others.  
Each tree is expected to draw -down or 
sequester approximately 1 Tonne  of 
carbon over its lifetime. At minimum,  the 
conference aims to support the planting 
of 100 trees, resulting in a at least 100 
Tonnes  of carbon sequestered .  These 
trees will be maintained by the Close The 
Loop Caribbean team for a period of 3 to 
5 years until they are fully established, 
ensuring their long -term survival. 

Through the conference, sponsors will 
also have the opportunity for staff or 
representatives to get involved in the 
tree planting in order to gain relevant 
hands -on  knowledge and experience 
with tree planting activities . Photo 
opportunities can be made available for 
same on Day 2 of the conference, with 
professional photos supplied to sponsors 
for public communications and 
marketing purposes

23



[   ]

24



Venue and 
Site visits

CGIC2025
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Conference Venue

Arthur Lok Jack Global School of Business, Mount Hope
The UWI -Arthur Lok Jack Global School of Business is 

a premier institution of higher learning nestled amidst 

the lush landscapes of Mount Hope, Trinidad & 

Tobago. This modern, state -of -the -art campus offers 

an ideal setting for the conference aligning well with 

management of greening of conference operations. 

The purpose -built campus was named after Sir Arthur 

Lok Jack, a pioneering Caribbean entrepreneur, 

diversity, born from the beautiful union of his father, 

Arthur Lok Jack Senior, a Chinese immigrant 

shopkeeper, and his mother, Edna Cockerton, of 

Indian heritage. 

Born from the magic that transcends racial lines, Lok 

Jack reflects the true and rich diversity of Trinidad 

and Tobago, and also helped transform regional 

economic development through innovative business 

leadership and international vision. From humble 

beginnings in finance and marketing, he transformed 

Charles Candy into Associated Brands Investments 

Ltd., a regional leader exporting snacks and cereals to 

over 30 countries. His leadership extended to chairing 

major organizations like Guardian Holdings and Neal & 

Massy and steering BWIA's transition to Caribbean 

Airlines, exemplifying his commitment to building 

robust industries. Honored with awards like the 

Chaconia  Medal Gold and with the Arthur Lok Jack 

Graduate School of Business named after him, his 

legacy showcases the value of resilience, innovation, 

and regional collaboration. 

As the Caribbean prepares for the Green 

offers a powerful example of sustainable growth and 

forward -thinking leadership. His ability to lead 

transformative projects and foster international 

partnerships aligns seamlessly with the conference's 

focus on green finance, climate resilience, and 

how visionary leadership can inspire regional progress 

while positioning the Caribbean as a global leader in 

innovation and environmental stewardship.
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         or the NQ site is a 

major contributor to the region's construction 

industry, is also a leader in environmental 

sustainability through its reforestation and land 

regeneration initiatives. This site offers attendees a 

unique opportunity to explore the challenges and 

innovative solutions involved in local impact 

projects. Tree planting services and regeneration 

efforts at NQ will highlight strategies for land 

restoration and community regeneration. Experts 

and Site Guides will discuss local climate resiliency, 

and the collaborative Close the Loop Caribbean 

partnership, which positions the National Quarry 

(NQ Ltd) as an impact partner for Climate Action 

and Reforestation. Participants will gain insights into 

managing large -scale challenges, addressing global 

greenwashing, and defining the true costs of forest 

rehabilitation.  The discussions will emphasize the 

urgent local need for reforestation of degraded 

lands and the global importance of sustainable 

restoration efforts that fully account for financial and 

ecological realities.

Site Visits
 Turure , National 

Quarries, Valencia

   is located on 

the historic agricultural estate in Tacarigua, Trinidad. 

and industrial -scale composting facility will be a key 

economy. Spanning 40 acres, the facility will 

showcase advanced composting techniques, 

highlighting the role of organic waste diversion in 

reducing methane emissions and contributing to 

national carbon reduction goals.  The facility is 

structured to host five (5) interactive event stations 

that engage participants in environmental 

restoration practices, including nature -based 

solutions, compost recycling, and the industrial 

processes behind large -scale composting. Expert 

speakers, including project consortium members, 

management approach and its potential as a model 

for sustainable development across the region while 

supporting national waste management goals and 

carbon reduction emission strategies.

 Orange Grove     
Estate, Orange Grove

27
















































